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The bruit du diable could be distinctly heard along the jugular vein, and 
the heart’s action was frequent and feeble; but no other symptoms of disease 
of any kind were manifested. Full diet, and pills of proto-carbonate of iron 
and sulphate of quinia, were prescribed. In the course of a few days after 
her admission, she began to complain of sick stomach in the morning, and 
believed herself to be again pregnant. The sickness occurred only in the 
morning ; so that she was able to leave her bed in the latter part of the 
day, and was well enough to be walking in the hospital garden only the 
day before her death. She was suddenly seized with convulsions, which 
continued for twelve hours, until she died. 

At the autopsy, minute tubercles, in their incipient stage and without 
any evidence of irritation near them, were found on the pleura and the 
mucous membrane of the intestines, the freedom from injurious effect upon 
these structures having been shown during life by the absence of cough and 
of diarrhoea. A remarkable thickening of the whole muscular coat of the 
large intestine was noticed, but no disease of any other structure presented, 
excepting an alteration in the substance of the brain. 

This was found to lie of a pale cream colour and completely softened, 
almost diffluent in consistence. Mot only the thalami optici and corpora 
striata but large portions of each hemisphere were involved in the ramol- 
lissement. There was no evidence of meningeal inflammation. No tubercles 
were discovered, although carefully sought for. Nor could any evidence be 
found of previous inflammation in the substance of the brain, notwithstand¬ 
ing a careful examination, in the mass and subsequently in detail with the 
microscope. 

No compound granular corpuscles or other mark of cerebritis could be 
detected, although the healthy brain was everywhere broken down. The 
basilar artery was carefully searched for fibrinous clots, and its structure was 
inspected for osseous or other degeneration, but nothing of the kind existed. 

The softening of the brain could not have been cadaveric, and must, in the 
absence of other local signs of alteration, be attributed to inanition—a 
want of proper nutrition, due to the condition of the blood produced by the 
combined influences of prolonged lactation, recurring pregnancy and labour, 
in a patient deprived of the usual comforts of the sick-room. 

I)r. Leviek regarded the case as a remarkable instance of great change 
of structure in the substance of the brain during life, without loss of mo¬ 
tion or impairment of intellect; and he thought it worthy of note, also, 
as a striking illustration of the injurious effect of excessive lactation, espe¬ 
cially under circumstances of health and position which must invariably 
aggravate the mischief. 

Sept. 10. Maggots in the Meatus Audit or ius removed by means of Tan¬ 
nic Acid in Glycerin. —Dr. R. P. Thomas mentioned a case, recently 
under his care, of a young lady, from whose ear he had removed a large 
number of maggots. He said, while the lady was standing under a tree a 
small fly (probably the common maggot-fly) darted into her right ear, and 
remained there, in spite of all efforts at extrusion, for fifteen or twenty 
minutes. He presumed that it sought this cavity as a place of deposit for its 
eggs. Eight hours later a sensation of motion was experienced in the ear; at 
first faint, but afterwards more distinct, and increasing in violence until her 
powers of endurance were taxed to the utmost. Forty-six hours after the 
oviposit was made his attendance was requested. Her agony, from the 
motion and roaring sound in the ear, was indescribable. The external 
meatus proved to be unusually narrow and deep, and thereby rendered an 
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examination with the otoscope unsatisfactory. Having detected a tremu¬ 
lous jelly-like mass on the tympanitic membrane, he attempted its removal 
with an ear-scoop, but failed. A resort was then made to injections of 
strong soapsuds, and in the course of a few minutes a maggot crawled out 
far enough to be visible, and thus to determine the nature of the case. 
Their removal by mechanical means, without injury to the delicate mem¬ 
brane, was impossible, and chemical solutions strong enough to affect their 
vitality were deemed too hazardous to the same structure. Sweet oil or 
almond oil will generally float out a bug or other small insect that may 
stray accidentally into the meatus; but their efficiency in removing para¬ 
sites that have the power of attaching themselves to animal membranes 
having been deemed more questionable, he resolved, finally, upon trying a 
solution of twenty grains of tannin in an ounce of pure glycerin. The 
reason for its employment was twofold, viz : first, exclusion of the air from 
their breathing pores by the glycerin; and, second, the probability that 
the irritant effect of the tannin upon the delicate surfaces of the parasites 
would cause such a degree of activity as would bring them within reach of 
the forceps. The result confirmed the anticipation, and twenty-three mag¬ 
gots, each three-eighths of an inch in length, were removed by a slender 
forceps in the course of a few minutes. 

The relief was immediate and complete; in two or three hours the cere¬ 
bral excitement was allayed, and the following day the patient was entirely 
free of all uneasiness. 

Several months have elapsed without the manifestation of any injury to 
the ear or the sense of hearing from the accident. 

Oct. 3. Peritonitis with Disease of the Sol it ary and Agminated. Glands 
in an Infant. —Hr. J. C. Morris exhibited a specimen of disease of the 
solitary and agminated glands, taken from a child eight and a half months 
of age who had died of peritonitis. lie described the symptoms presented 
during life as follows :— 

On last Monday week (Sept. 24-) she was seized with a chill, followed by 
fever, with slight diarrhoea. There was some tenderness of the epigastrium, 
but no distension of the abdomen. The fever showed some tendency to 
regular remissions and exacerbations, so as to make me doubt whether I had 
a case of bilious fever, or of “infantile remittent” to deal with. The course 
of treatment pursued was the administration of mild laxatives and alkaline 
diaphoretics. The disease, however, did not yield, and very early on Friday 
morning she had a severe chill, followed by great distension of the belly 
and tenderness over the region of the liver. Calomel in small doses, and 
afterwards turpentine, were freely given, with wine whey, but she sank gra¬ 
dually, and expired during the next night, having vomited black grumous 
matter and thin blood shortly before. 

Dr. Packard having made the autopsy, the following abstract of his 
account of it was thou given by I)r. Morris :— 

Post-mortem twelve hours after death. —Hot much emaciation ; no rigor 
mortis ; hypostatic congestion. Lungs healthy, with some hypostatic con¬ 
gestion ; heart soft; its tissue granular under the microscope. A large quan¬ 
tity of rather thin, healthy pus flowed out when the abdomen was opened. 
Omentum much congested. Patches of yellow lymph all over upper surface 
of liver and opposed portion of diaphragm, and over the spleen. Gall-blad¬ 
der filled with dark, viscid bile. Stomach healthy, pale, except one or two 
slightly injected spots near the greater extremity : a patch of diffused red¬ 
ness in the duodenum. About eighteen inches from the commencement of 



